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Christian Virtues... faithfulness 


Some thoughts from St. Paul’s mes- 
sage in Galatians 5:22, ‘the fruit of 
the Spirit is ... faithfulness.” 


The word in the original text can be 
translated either “faith” or ‘’faithful- 
ness,’”’ and the translators of most 
English versions of the New Test- 
ament have opted for the latter, or a 
synonym, such as “‘fidelity’’ or 
“trustfulness.”’ 


In the parable of the talents, Matthew 
25:1ff.,, the two servants who 
invested the talents entrusted to 
them and thereby doubled what they 
had received were praised: ‘Well 
done, good and faithful servants; 
you have been faithful over a little, | 
will set you over much; enter into the 
joy of your master.” 


St. Paul called his fellow-workers 
Timothy his ‘‘beloved and faithful 
child in the Lord” (7 Cor. 4:17), 
Tychicus ‘‘the beloved brother and 
faithful minister in the Lord” 
(Eph.6:21), and Epaphras ‘‘our be- 
loved fellow servant . a faithful 
minister of Christ on our behalf’ 
(Col.1:7). He also insisted that stew- 
ards of the mysteries of God are to be 
“found trustworthy” (7Cor.4:2). But 
most of all the apostle referred to 
himself in 2 Cor. 7:75f. and assured 
the Christians that he had.intended to 
visit them from Macedonia. He put 
great emphasis on the fact that he 
had not said Yes and No at the same 
time, but that he was serious in his 
intention. And then he gave the basis 
for his faithfulness to them: ‘As 
surely as God is faithful, our word to 
you has not been Yes and No. For the 
Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom we 
preached among you, Silvanus and 
Timothy and |, was not Yes and No; 
but in him it was always Yes. For all 
the promises of God find their yes 
in him.” 
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God Faithful 

This latter thought is emphasised 
again and again throughout the — 
Bible. Moses told the people: “Know — 
therefore that the Lord your God is — 
God, the faithful God who keeps cov- ~ 
enant and steadfast love with those — 
who love him and keep his com- 
mandments, to a thousand gener- 
ations” (Deut.7:9). Writers of the 
Psalms said: “Thy steadfast love, O 
Lord, extends to the heavens, thy | 
faithfulness to the clouds” (3675), “’| 
will sing of thy steadfast love,OLord, © 
forever; with my mouth | will pro- — 
claim thy faithfulness to all gener- | 
ations” (89:7). The apostles wrote © 
that ‘God is faithful, by whom you — 
were called into the fellowship of his | 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord” © 
(1 Cor.1:9); ‘God is faithful, and he — 
will not let you be tempted beyond — 
your strength, but with the temp- 
tation will also provide the way of 
escape, that you may be able to 
endure it’’ (7 Cor.10:13); and “‘let — 
those who suffer according to God's 
will do right and entrust their souls to 
a faithful Creator’ (7 Pet.4:79). 


Faith 

There seems to be good reason for 
the word in the original to mean 
“faith” as well as “faithfulness.” As 
used in our verse “‘the fruit of the 
Spirit is ... faithfulness,” this does 
not mean our faith in Christ as Lord — 
and Saviour, but our faithfulness to 
other people is altogether dependent 
upon faith in Christ. The man of faith 
is to be trusted because he trusts in 
the trustworthy One — the One “with 
whom there is no variation or 
shadow due to change” (James 7:77). 


cont. on page 6 


+ In Blessed Memory + 


(In piam memorium) 


EDWARD GEORGE PEARCE, D.D., 1917-1982 


Pastor, preacher, bishop, teacher, writer, editor, historian, administrator, husband, 
father, counsellor, friend — these are among the many roles Dr. Pearce had during 
his lifetime. Indeed, it is difficult to record, much less comment on, all the work and 
gifts God gave His Church through this servant. But it is not difficult to thank the 
heavenly Father, Who called this son in Baptism to a life of forgiveness and service, 
for all the blessings of his lifetime. In success or failure, achievements or mistakes, 
as saint and sinner, our Lord was faithful in the life of Edward George Pearce. 


At the outset, while still at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, there was uncertainty 
about his calling. God laid on him the struggle to ascertain the purpose for his life. 
Even in those days of his theological training, he learned what St. Paul meant by 
kicking against the goads when the Apostle was called to serve his Lord (Acts 
26:14). But once his vocation was affirmed, there was a strength of determination 
that could not be quenched. ‘‘‘Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel!” (J Cor. 9:16) 
he was frequently heard to quote. 
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Dr. Pearce was gifted for this calling, that is, endowed with a great variety of gifts for 
the sacred ministry. St. Paul has described certain gifts promised to the Church: 
service, teaching, exhortation, liberality, giving aid, cheerfulness (Rom. 12:7-8). In 
one measure or another, all of these were evident in the ministry of Dr. Pearce. 
While it is not possible to describe them all, it is not difficult to select one for 
particular mention, as dominant in our memory of this man. In the Apostle Paul’s 
list above and in other epistles he describes this gift with the words “exhortation” or 
“encouragement”. In Dr. Pearce we saw what a positive and evangelical gift this 
was. And in the fashion that St. Paul used it of himself, we could use it of Dr. Pearce: 
“for you know how, like a father with his children, we exhorted each one of you and 
encouraged you and charged you” (J Thess. 2:12). This is an apt summary of his 
ministry. 


Here, as the Apostle instructs us, was a gift of God’s grace, used according to the 
measure of faith which God had assigned him (Rom. 12:3-6). It was a gift, not so 
much granted to Dr. Pearce, as given for the Church. In this case, the ““Church”’ was 
not limited to the Evangelical Lutheran Church of England. From the encourage- 
ment and aid he gave to national Lutheran churches in Britain to his leadership for 
Confessional Lutheran brethren throughout the world, Dr. Pearce will be remem- 
bered. Sometimes in our weakness of self-centredness, we did not always appreciate 
the largeness and generosity of God’s grace through this man, that His Call to a man 
does not always limit his ministry to one geographical area. We perhaps begrudged 
God’s generosity (Matt. 20:15). There are brothers and sisters throughout the world 
who share our grateful memory of this servant of Christ. 


Dr. Pearce was not only a man who exhorted and encouraged others. He, again like 
the Apostle Paul, was a person who continually exhorted his heavenly Father, this 
time in the sense of calling upon Him for help. And having found encouragement in 
God’s promises fulfilled in his own life and the life of the Church, he pointed to those 
promises constantly. In many discussions, private or in conference, when others 
were able to see only weaknesses, the difficulties, the ‘‘realities’’, he was able to 
speak of God’s strength and promises. He knew those realities as well as anyone but 
trusted the promises more than most. 


In his last months, facing decisions about retirement was not easy for him. As at the 
outset of his ministry, so at the end, there was a struggle of uncertainty. The 
prospect of laying aside the responsibilities of his Call was not comfortable. Once 
again, his Lord was faithful. In His wisdom, that earthly ministry was concluded. 
The uncertainties were answered and in the fortieth year after his ordination, he was 
called to his eternal rest. As so often in his life, the decision was not his. 


It is a credit to his memory, and above all, to God’s provision, that in the death of 
our pastor, the Church has not faltered. We miss him. But our God is faithful. He 
was faithful and generous of gifts through Dr. Pearce. Now there are other servants 
through whom He is faithful. The gifts may be different, but they are none the less 
the gifts God’s grace has provided. ‘““Therefore encourage one another and build 
one another up, just as you are doing.” (J Thess. 5:11). 


To God Alone Be Glory 


R. R. Feuerhahn 
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His Life and Work 


Edward George was born February 23rd 1917, the second son of Harry Pearce 
and his wife, formerly Emma Fox, in Edmonton Alberta, Canada. Baptized in 
infancy and confirmed in his early teens, he became convinced of his calling 
to the Holy Ministry, which led him first to Concordia College, Edmonton, and 
then to Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, where he was graduated in 1942 
following two years’ fieldwork (In-service training) in Northern Saskatch- 
ewan. Ordained into the Holy Ministry that same year, his first parish was in 
the Peace River area of Alberta. 


On December 27th 1943, in St. Matthews Lutheran Church, Stony Plain, 
Alberta, he was united in marriage with Ida Hennig. This marriage was bles- 
- sed with two children: Duane, now resident near Adelaide, South Australia, 
and Susan (Mrs. Roger Gray), now resident in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. 


From 1944 to 1946 he served as Chaplain in the Canadian army (Active) and 
was released to accept the Call to London issued by Luther-Tyndale and Holy 
Trinity congregations. During his time as pastor of these two congregations 
he was instrumental in bringing into being the London Lutheran Missionary 
Society, whose members looked forward to Lutheran congregations through- 
out the country. In 1953 he joined six laymen and another pastor to launch 
Concordia Publishing House Limited, to distribute Christian films and Chris- 
tian literature in the United Kingdom and abroad. In 1954 he was given the 
responsibility of opening and supervising new missions in other parts of 
London and of the country by his Call as missionary-at-large. 


At its Annual Synod in 1956 the Evangelical Lutheran Church of England 
elected him Chairman of its Executive Council, and thus also Chairman of the 
Church, a position he held until his death. 


One of the founder members of the Lutheran Council of Great Britain, he 
servedas its first Chairman from 1948 to 1956. This Council was formed to co- 
ordinate the work of helping displaced Lutherans who had come to Britain 
from the ravaged Baltic countries, from Germany, and from Poland. 


To offer Lutherans of various national backgrounds from different synods the 
opportunity to discuss theological problems and church relations, he was one 
of the original members of the Lutheran Free Conference, serving as Chair- 
man from 1957 to 1965, as Treasurer from 1965 to 1970, and again as 
Chairman from 1970 to 1981. 


In June 1959 Concordia Seminary in St. Louis conferred the honorary degree 
of Doctor of Divinity upon the elected leader of the ELCE. 


Endowed with a sincere love for Confessional Lutheran theology and a deep 
concern for fellow Lutherans, he spared no energy to bring together Church 
leaders from various countries for mutual strengthening through united 
study and discussion. In the early 1960's he played a key role in establishing 
the European Missions Conference, which included representatives of the 
Lutheran Free Churches on the Continent and in the United Kingdom. Also in 
the early 1960’s he was leader in organising the International Lutheran 
Conference (ILC), where again he served as Chairman, visiting India, Brazil, 
New Guinea and North America in that capacity. 
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He served as editor of the ‘British Lutheran” for more than twenty years, the 
first four years producing the then monthly magazine in duplicated form. He 
prepared and published numerous pamphlets and booklets, perhaps the 
most noteworthy of these appearing in 1969, entitled “The Story of the 
Lutheran Church in Britian Through Four Centuries of History”, to com- 
memorate the 300th anniversary of the founding of the first Lutheran 
congregation in Britain. He was also contributor to Concordia Theological 
Monthly, published by Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, and was on the 
Advisory Commission of Gospel, the bi-monthly publication for Lutheran 
Theology and Church, the theological organ for the German Lutheran Hour. 


A serious heart condition forced him to less strenuous efforts from 1975 
onward, but he still served the Church with considerable vigour. Death came 
suddenly on November 24th, 1982. 


in the Funeral Service held at Allhallows Lutheran Church, Sunbury-on- 
Thames on Tuesday 30th, conducted by The Rev. Robert Bruer, The 


Rev. A. E. Rakow preached on Psalm 46. 


cont. from page 2 


In Personal Relationships 

Faithfulness, fidelity, | honesty, 
keeping our word in promises and 
professions — these are part and 
parcel of our daily life (or should be). 
Christian marriage calls upon hus- 
bands and wives to be faithful to 
one another. Parents and children 
expect faithfulness from each other 
in varying degrees. Government and 
citizens look for trustworthiness in 
each other. In the Service of Instal- 
lation, pastors are called upon to 
promise faithfulness in their ministry 
of Word and Sacraments, and 
congregations promise to support 
their pastors in prayer, in cordial one- 
mindedness, and _ financially. In 
almost every area of employment 
agreements are made by both 
employer and employee, and both 
promise to honour the agreements. 
We know that problems arise when 
faithfulness is lacking. If the marriage 
vows were kept, the word divorce 
would be less well known, and 
broken homes would not be so much 
in evidence. If parents and children 
carried out their specific responsi- 
bilities toward each other, there 
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would be fewer social problems and 
consequently fewer social workers 
would be needed. If Government and 
citizens recognised their specific 
duties and were true to their 
promises, the society in which we 
live would be considerably more 
pleasant, and there would be no call 
for the cynicism frequently expres- 
sed about those in positions of 
leadership in the nation and local 
community. If pastors and members 
of congregations always remained 
aware of their commitments to each 
other and saw these always in terms 
of service to Christ rather than 
yielding to selfish aims, the Word of 
the Lord would reach out more 
extensively, like it did in the Church 
of the first century. If employers and 
employees (you can finish this 
sentence!). 


Gift 

We cannot make ourselves reliable. 
Even though we bend every effort to 
be faithful in our dealings with fellow 
men, we cannot be certain of suc- 
cess. Faithfulness is, as St. Paul 
clearly says, a “fruit of the Spirit.” 


| 
| 
| 


Christians acknowledge that they 
cannot even say ‘‘Jesus is Lord” 
except by the Holy Spirit (7 Cor. 12:3). 
Neither can they produce, of their 
own strength and ambition, trust- 
worthiness. So it becomes necessary 
to look, with great seriousness, to the 
source of this gift — to the Holy Spirit. 
It is part of His work in us, the work of 


Holy Trinity, Tottenham 

1982 a year of blessing: worship 
attendance highest in 14 years; offer- 
ings up 25% ... This year congre- 
gation agreed to cut subsidy request 
by 10%, having returned £490 of 
subsidy from previous year ... 
special project adopted, to help 
fellow Lutherans in Papua, New 
Guinea to put galvanised steel on 
their church roofs ... preparations 
are being made for hosting ELCE 
Synod in September ... 4 teenagers 
and 1 adult being instructed for con- 
firmation in late Spring. 


St. Columba, East Kilbride 

Concord Class organised for adults 
to study Christian doctrine through 
use of the Book of Concord 
Tuesday morning Bible Class for 
women taught by Mrs. Cheryl 
Nauman at the manse draws an 
average of 8 increased 
attendance at Sunday School neces- 
sitates doubling the staff of teachers 
to 4. 


Holy Cross, Sheffield 

1982 saw decline in interest, with a 
number of previously committed 
people either falling by the wayside 
Or moving to another part of the 
country, so that most Sundays there 


FROM THE TAMAR 
TO THE CLYDE 


Sanctification, that we need to pray 
for. Jesus taught that the Heavenly 
Father will give the Holy Spirit to 
those who ask Him, and we cannot 
do better than ask, especially in re- 
sponse to hearing and learning the 
Word of God through which the 
Spirit comes, that He produce in us 
fruit, including ‘‘faithfulness.”’ 


is not one confirmed man in the 
congregation Sunday School 
growing to above 15 per Sunday ... 
Children’s Club begun recently, with 
two men — fathers of Sunday School 
members — as leaders. 


Luther-Tyndale/St. Pauls 

Kentish Town & Borehamwood 
Sunday evening Services only at 
St. Pauls, with Sunday School at 
4.15 p.m. and a Junior Youth Club 
following, has made it possible for 
more normal pastoral ministrations 
at both congregations espcially in 
Sunday School ... Children’s Ser- 
vices particularly successful among 
the full programme. of Christmas 
Services ... The festive season also 
saw a most unusual and delightful 
wedding at St. Pauls with an 
emphasis on Christian witness ... 
Pastor’s new ‘phone number 
01-485-7863. 


Westfield House, Cambridge 

Events which seem to attract most 
attention are those punctuated by the 
sounds of hammer, saw, or the tools 
of the plumbing trade. In addition to 
the usual pressing maintenance, the 
present larger scale projects include 
the installation of showers and a new 
hot water system ... recent donation 
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of several carpets very timely for 
several students’ bedrooms ... Lent 
Term residents include four students 
from University of Virginia, one each 
from St. Olaf and Macalaster Col- 
leges, both in Minnesota, as well as 
one of our ELCE students ... for our 
own students, Paul Fry (4th year), the 
experience of preaching, and for 
Graham Jenks (3rd year) the expect- 
ation of preaching, have given a 
more urgent dimension to their 
training ...‘‘student member” David 
Adams progressing well in first year 
on a doctorate in Old Testament at 
Cambridge University ... Westfield 
takes note of the 21st anniversary of 
the inaugural lecture delivered by the 
Right Reverend Bo Giertz, Bishop of 
Gothenburg, Sweden on February 
22nd, 1962 ... February 2nd was the 
25th anniversary of the ordination of 
Tutor Glen Zweck. 


St. David, Cardiff 

Congregation hosts Sunday School 
Teachers’ Convention ... three teen- 
agers received into membership by 
Confirmation on Reformation 
Day ... Sunday School members 
present a Carol Pageant and bring 
gifts for distribution to children from 
broken homes under care of Cardiff 
Women’s Aid ... A witness work- 
shop planned for May, and congre- 
gation is to host pastors’ evangelism 
seminar later in year ... Youth plan 
visit to Germany in August. 


St. Peters, Plymouth 
Congregation joined by members of 
Plympton Girl Guides Association for 
special Christmas Service 19th Dec. 
. members of Bible Study group 
enjoy participating in exchange Bible 
Study programme once a month, as 
well as continuing its study of Letter 
of Paul to Galatians on the other 
Wednesdays. 
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Good Shepherd, Coventry 

Coffee, carol and mince-pie evening 
with film ‘‘The Candlemaker’’ just 
before Christmas ... Bible Class con- 
tinues study of Acts ... six young 
people confirmed ... congregation — 
hosts Barnes Conference end of © 
January. 


Christ Church, Petts Wood 
Samuel Bamford, founder member - 
of congregation, died age 84 years on 
January 9th. His faithfulness to his — 
Lord and the Church was an in- | 
spiration to all ... his regular attend- 
ance at worship and Bible Study, and 
his faithful service as Elder and 
Treasurer for 20 years ... he had pre- 
viously also been Treasurer of | 
Luther-Tyndale for 17 years 
During January the congregation 
took up its third collection for Polish 
relief. 


Immanuel, Liverpool 

Building programme _ progresses 

well congregation begins to - 

consider furnishings for new Church 
Bible Study centres on the 

Apostles’ Creed ... two teenagers 

confirmed in December. 


St. Timothys, Sunderland 
Evangelism cottage meetings held in 
October ... Community industries 
re-decorate Church __ interior 
Christmas carolling, special Services 
and fellowship included in festive 
season. 


St.Andrews/Allhallows 

Ruislip & Sunbury 

Congregations approach second 

year of “twinning” with another of | 
the regular Elders’ Meetings ...‘’The 

Honeymoon is over” and we must 

get to grips with serious problems 

created by each congregation having © 
only “half a pastor’, but with full- 

time pastoral needs in both, not only 

for “in-reach’’ but also for 

“out-reach”’ Joint day-outing 


planned for the Spring, as well as 
joint meetings involving as many 
members of each congregation as 
possible, with discussion and 
sharing of Christian Growth topics in 
order to be mutually strengthened 
and to learn from each other's 
strengths and weaknesses 

Sunday Schools in both congre- 
gations show increased member- 
ships. At St. Andrews there is a regu- 
lar ‘feeding’ of new members from 
the Playgroup and there is a very 
large Beginner Class. At Allhallows 
there are not many little ones, and a 


great need for recruiting is called for. 
More boys are attending recently ... 
Allhallows has a “Mums and Tod- 
dlers’’ group which meets every 
Wednesday ... St. Andrews faced 
with heavy building costs for the 
replacement of the high-level hall 
windows which have completely de- 
teriorated, and for major repairs to 
church roof ... permission received 
from local authority and highway 
authority to re-open the direct access 
from Groveley Road into the Church 
driveway. 


News from our Churches 


EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
Reporter: The Rev. R. R. Feuerhahn 


Recent meetings have included lengthy 
discussions about the annual salary re- 
view for pastors and other church 
workers. It was agreed that while the 
national guideline figures indicated an 
adjustment of 9.8%, in view of the cur- 
rent economic circumstances and ‘the 
rises mentioned in the press in recent 
months, the Council recommended an 
average increase of 7%. 
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Following the death of Dr. Pearce on 
November 24th, the Council held an 
emergency meeting on December 7th. 
Pastor Arnold Rakow was appointed 
Chairman to fill the term of Office of 
Dr. Pearce (September 1983). To fill the 
position vacated by Pastor Rakow, The 
Rev. M. R. Brammeier of Immanuel, 
Liverpool was co-opted at the January 
18th meeting to serve as Vice-Chairman. 
At this meeting the Treasurer. Mr. Peter 
Kerley, reported that a ‘‘matching 
grant” of £50,000 had been received 


from the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod for completion of the building 
programme at Liverpool. 


With respect to properties, Mr. Trevor 
Cooper and Pastor Robert Bruer, guests 
at the December 7th meeting, reported 
that on a recent visit to Bradford along 
with Peter Kerley, they had found the 
parsonage in good condition. However, 
at Coventry and at East Kilbride there 
were problems with the Church build- 
ings. Preceptor Feuerhahn was dele- 
gated to meet with the Church Council 
at St. Columba about the difficulties 
with architect and builder in getting 
necessary work done. 


In two meetings held in November, a 
computer consultant who specialises in 
advising Churches on the feasability of 
using word processors and micro proces- 
sors for Church purposes, went into 
considerable detail to show how such 
equipment could serve the ELCE 
Central Office. The Council agreed to 
investigate further before a final 
decision was reached. 
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MEMORIAL WREATHS 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of the Chairman of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of England, dearly beloved Dr. E. Geo. Pearce, from Mrs. P. Thoelke, Miss M. 
Gutbrod, Miss G. Launer, Mr. and Mrs. C. L. Fry, Mrs. E. Pope, Mrs. C. Brooke, Mr. and 
Mrs. R. Thoelke and family, Misses M. and C. Lawton, Mr. and Mrs. T. Cooper and family, 
Mr. P. Kerley, Mr. E. Inyang, Mr. and Mrs. E. Nickless and family, Mr. and Mrs. G. 
Humphreys, Mr. and Mrs. A. Kauth, Mr. and Mrs. I. Stewart, Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Congregation — Tottenham, Mr. and Mrs. W. P. Quirk, Miss I. Gottschalk, Mr. and Mrs. 
T. Brooke and family, Mr. G. L. Rackham, Mr. Gordon Russell, Mr. and Mrs. John and 
Ruth Adam and family, Mr. and Mrs. A. R. Flemming, Mr. and Mrs. S. T. Reynolds, Mr. 
and Mrs. Duane Pearce, Rachel and Benjamin, Mr. and Mrs. B. Foerster, Mrs. Martha 
Schoepp and family, Messrs. M. and T. and Rose Hennig, Messrs. Herb and Murray and 
Esther Hennig, Mr. and Mrs. W. Goertz Kamen and Anne, The Children of Mr. and 
Mrs. W. Hennig, Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Hennig and Family, Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Doern, 
Carol A. Nissen, Mr. and Mrs. I. G. Boles, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. D. Price, Mrs. E. Taylor, 
Mr. and Mrs. W. Aichroth, Mr. and Mrs. D. French, Mr. and Mrs. A. Heck and family, 
Misses Mildred and Margaret Oakley, Mr. and Mrs. J. Rugman, Redeemer Lutheran 
Congregation — Harlow, Mr. M. Covington and family, Mrs. A. Ennew, Drs. Roger and 
Susan Gray, Mrs. Ida Pearce, Mr. John Eggle, Mrs. B. Morrow, Mrs. Rayner, Mrs. Vincent, 
The Rey. and Mrs. H. Leed, Mr. and Mrs. Bouman, Mr. and Mrs. A. T. McGregor, Mr. and 
Mrs. R. Woolston, The Rey. Floyd Bosch and family, Allhallows Lutheran Congregation — 
Sunbury, Mr. and Mrs. E. Aichroth, The Rey. and Mrs. A. E. Rakow and family, Mr. and 
Mrs. J. MacKay, Dr. and Mrs. H. A. Mayer, Mr. and Mrs. George Luttmann, Mr. and 
Mrs. Vernon Spieker and P. Gillian, Miss Carrie Drees, Mr. and Mrs. M. A. Kelly, Mr. Peter 
White, Mrs. Agnes Bewsher, Mr. and Mrs. W. Scott, Mr. and Mrs. E. Hinkley and family, 
St. David Lutheran Congregation — Cardiff, Mr. and Mrs. J. Langdon, St. Marks Lutheran 
Church — Port Credit, The Rey. T. R. and Mrs. J. Barker, Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Congregation — Coventry, The Rey. G. Zweck, The Sloan Family — E. K., The Feerick 
Family — E. K., Mr. and Mrs. Arne Pettersen, Mr. and Mrs. G. Pedlar, Mrs. M. Launer, 
Mr. and Mrs. A. Geach, Mrs. M. Barber, St. Andrews Lutheran Congregation — Ruislip, to 
the Church Extension Fund £1468.22. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Dr. E. Geo. Pearce, from Mr. J. F. Ansett, to the 
Student Aid Fund of Westfield House £273.75. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. Eva McNaughton, from members and 
friends of Holy Cross Lutheran Congregation — Sheffield, to the Church Extension Fund £8.35 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. A. Elliott, from Mr. and Mrs. M. A. Kelly, 
to the Church Extension Fund £8. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. A. Becue, from Mr. Arnold Becue, Miss G. 
Launer and Misses M. and C. Lawton, to the Church Extension Fund £10. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. Samuel Bamford, from Mr. and Mrs. A. R. 
Flemming, Misses M. and C. Lawton, Mrs. P. Thoelke and Miss M. Gutbrod, to the Church 
Extension Fund £13. 


TEN YEARS AGO -— January to March 1973 


Dr. Pearce attends 7th International Lutheran Theological Conference in Madras, 
India, 19-22 February ...5 trees planted at the Lutheran Church, Fareham, when 
leaders of ‘Men of the Trees” were present ... members of Redeemer distribute 
letters in Harlow to explain who they are and what they believe ... 15 people from 
Holy Cross, Sheffield, involved in neighbourhood witness for “Call to the North” 
programme ... Student nurse from sister church in the Philippines has member- 
ship transferred to Lutheran mission, Liverpool. 
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The Cup 
in the 
Lord’s Hand 


Psalm 75:8: “For in the hand of the Lord 
there is a cup, and the wine is red, it is full of 
mixture; and He poureth out of the same; but 
the dregs thereof, all the wicked of the earth 
shall wring them out and drink them.”’ 


he Scriptures, in their poetic style, 

often speak of human life and experi- 
ence as a ‘“‘cup.”’ ‘My cup runneth over,” ex- 
claims the Psalmist as he reflects upon the 
abundant mercies of God. “Are ye able to 
drink of the cup that I shall drink of?” asks 
our Lord of His disciples, as He warns them of 
the trials to come. 


The Lord’s hand holds a cup, as it were, and 
each of us must drink of it. The wine therein is 
red and full of mixture. The Christian life is 
not unalloyed bliss and freedom from care. 
The Christian is not destined to sip only sweet 
ambrosia day after day. He must drink the 
strong red wine in the Lord’s cup. The pleas- 
ures of that cup are mixed with pain and sin 
and tears. 


God’s Son Himself had a cup to drink. The 
Lenten season reminds us of the bitterness of 
His cup. Momentarily He shrank from it; but, 
strengthened from on High, He could bravely 
say: ‘The cup which My Father hath given 
Me, shall I not drink it?” 


Because He drank that cup for us, we can 
drink it, too. His strength makes firm the 
hands that quiver as they hold the cup. His 
peace makes still the heart that quails at the 
very thought of it. His love makes sweet the 
bitter taste of it. His grace makes only the 
blessings of it to remain. 


When the cup has been emptied, the dregs 
remain. They remain for the wicked to con- 
sume, says the Psalmist. The cup of life may 
seem pleasant to the worldling. He drinks the 
heady nectar with a flourish. He thinks the 
warm glow will last. 


But it does not last. There remains for him 
another item: he must wring out the dregs — 
every last, bitter, poisonous remnant of sin’s 
folly. And that taste will last to eternity. 


The Christian, however, is spared the 
dregs. Christ, however, is spared the dregs. 
Christ has drunk them for us. He emptied for 
us the cup of woe that we might drink etern- 
ally the sparkling waters of life. 


That is the meaning of Lent. And as we 
drink the cup that our Lord gives us, we must 
fix our eyes on His Cross. And as we do, the 
tasting will be blessed. 


THOMAS COATES 


MARCH 1, 1955 
from Lutheran Witness 


The Rev. 
Dr. E. G. 
Pearce 


The Rev. Dr. Edward George Pearce, of 
Mayfield Road, Weybridge, died at Westmin- 
ster Hospital, London, last week, aged 65. 

Dr. Pearce had been chairman of the 
Lutheran Evangelical Church in England 
since 1953. 

Born in Edmonton, Canada, Dr. Pearce 
entered the church from school and spent two 
years, from 1944-46, as a Canadian army 
chaplain, before coming to England. 

He had lived in Weybridge since 1965. 

Dr. Pearce also became chairman of the 
international Lutheran conference and travel- 
led all over the world on church business. 

In his spare time he enjoyed studying 
architecture. 

Dr. Pearce leaves a widow Ida, a son 
Duane, and a daughter Susan. 

The funeral was on Tuesday at All Hallows 
Lutheran Church, Sunbury, and Weybridge 
Cemetery. 


SURREY 
HERALD, Thursday, 
December 2, 1982. 
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CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 


1st February 1982 to 31st January 1983 


Target set by 


Congregation Loans Donations Total Congregation 
Kentish Town £2,624 £643 £3,267 £3,500 
Tottenham 413 23 436 650 
Ruislip 1,303 233 1,536 3,500 
Sunderland 686 36 722 1,100 
Petts Wood 883 120 1,003 1,500 
Borehamwood 260 34 294 600 
Cardiff 853 54 907 850 
Cambridge 1,200 66 1,266 1,800 
Harlow 615 31 646 800 
Plymouth 745 92 837 2,500 
East Kilbride 177 15 192 1,000 
Coventry 56 81 137 500 
Liverpool 793 26 819 500 
Sheffield 807 13 820 2,000 
Sunbury 702 195 897 1,200 
Fareham 710 38 748 2,000 
Polish 238 _ 238 500 
Others 95 1,391 1,486 200 
GRAND TOTAL £13,160 £3,091 £16,251 


TWENTY YEARS AGO — January to March 1963 


Pastor Floyd Bosch installed at Luther-Tyndale to succeed The Rev. Norman 
Heintz ... Lutheran Church at Cardiff, winner of the RIBA Bronze Medal, selected 
as one of 27 best churches for New Churches Exhibition in London ... Concordia 
film “| Beheld His Glory” shown at peak time 10.15 p.m. on Good Friday on Border 
Television, Scottish Television, Grampian, West of England, and Channel 
Isles ... Lutheran Church-Canada announces “ELCE Sunday” in all congregations 
across Canada on “The Sunday nearest the birthday of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth.” / 
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